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Site for Free School - Middleton

Executive Summary

1. In order for the Council to meet its statutory duty to provide sufficient school 
places, a new secondary school needs to be opening its doors in the borough 
in September 2020. A Free school bid is due to be submitted to the 
Department for Education (DfE) from a local academy trust, the Altus 
Education Partnership, who currently manage the outstanding Rochdale Sixth 
Form College. The bid to the DfE requires an outline plan for the new school 
site to be included. Before the bid can be submitted, the trust is also required 
by the DfE to have consulted with local stakeholders. For the bid to go forward 
to the DfE the council needs to formally name a site for the school.

The Cabinet on the 19 December 2017 at its meeting decided the following;

1. that the release of Council owned land within the Bowlee site to be 
leased to the Altus Education Partnership for the building of a new 
Secondary School for the Borough be approved;

2. that the current wider Bowlee Masterplan proposals for community 
use and additional residential development be noted;

3. that the continued development of the Bowlee Masterplan as part of 
a wider consultation and engagement with the wider community and 
stakeholders in order to maximise the potential of the Bowlee site be 
approved.

This report asks Members to rescind decision (2) and (3) above and confirm 
that the proposed Bowlee masterplan will not be developed any further.

Recommendation

2.1 That the decision of Cabinet taken on the 19th December 2017 (Minute 88 (2) 
and (3) refers) is rescinded. 



2.2 That the development of a proposed Masterplan for Bowlee to not now go 
ahead be approved. 

Reason for Recommendation

3. Since the recommendations in the Cabinet report of 19 December 2017 were 
approved there has been significant concerns expressed by local residents 
about the proposed Masterplan.

Due to the concerns expressed by local residents, Members consider it 
appropriate to reconsider their previous decision.

It has been decided that it is best to focus wholly on the proposed new free 
school rather than attempt to develop a masterplan.
  

Key Points for Consideration

4. As a council we have a statutory duty to provide sufficient school places in the 
borough for children living here. 
 
With rising populations we have been working hard over the past few years to 
meet required increases across the borough, with the support of our schools, 
we have extended school place provision by 280 places so far, through 
extending and building additional classrooms. 
 
For Middleton though, the demand for school places means that a new 
secondary school is required by 2020.  Population growth shows that by 2021 
there will be a shortfall of 194 secondary school places in the Heywood and 
Middleton area.

The council needs to meet this demand so council-owned land at Bowlee has 
been identified as a possible site for a new free school, due to its location and 
size. 
 
An initial site was considered for the proposed school, however, early site 
investigations established that the space available was not large enough to 
introduce a new secondary school of the size required (about 180 pupils). Site 
investigation works for the land at Bowlee, are currently being undertaken, 
which means at this time the location of the new school has not been 
determined. 
 
Once site investigations have taken place a free school bid can be submitted 
to the Department for Education (DfE) from the Altus Education Partnership, 
who currently operate Rochdale Sixth Form College. The Altus Education 
Partnership will formally consult with the local community on any free school 
proposal, which will be a very important part of this process.  
 
Altus Education Partnership held a community engagement event on 5 March 
2018 at the David Lloyd Club (Heywood Old Road), where the need for a new 
free school in the area was discussed with residents. 



 
If a bid was submitted and successful, the council would support and assist by 
providing any suitable building or land on which such a school could be built 
and lease it to the successful applicant, which is why this potential site is being 
investigated. 

Nothing has been decided and so no plans have been drawn up as it has not 
yet been possible for the applicant to submit a bid to central government 
because the necessary ‘bidding window’ has not yet opened.

It has been decided that all efforts should be put into supporting the proposed 
free school and not to continue any development of a potential Masterplan for 
this area.

Alternatives considered

Cabinet could continue to develop the proposed Masterplan in line with the 
original decision, however in light of the concerns expressed by local residents 
and the decision to focus all our collective resources toward supporting the 
free school, there is no longer the support or capacity to progress the 
Masterplan.

Costs and Budget Summary

5. There are no costs associated with this report.

Risk and Policy Implications

The Council has a statutory duty under the Education Act 1996 to ensure the 
provision of sufficient schools for primary and secondary education in their 
area. Under s.14 of the Education Act 1996, a local authority shall secure 
that sufficient schools for providing primary and secondary education are 
available in their area. Sufficient means sufficient in number, character and 
equipment to provide for all pupils the opportunity of appropriate education. 
In meeting this duty, a local authority must do so with a view to securing 
diversity in the provision of schools and increasing opportunities for parental 
choice.

The application of pupil place planning arrangements contributes to the 
Council Business Plan in ensuring an effective allocation process for school 
admissions.

6.

Consultation

7. Public consultation on the requirement for additional secondary school 
places and the delivery of these via a Free School has been undertaken.

Consultation on the new Free School in Middleton and site location will be 
conducted by the Altus Education Partnership as part of their stakeholder 



engagement, and needs to be conducted before submission of the bid. In this 
regards, a stakeholder consultation It is envisaged this will take place and will 
last for 4- 6 weeks. 

Background Papers Place of Inspection

None
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